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are not necessarily the opinions of Howard 
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Objectives

• Identify the Historical Contributions of African Americans in 
Medicine/Pathology

• Recall the elements of Critical Race Theory and its Definition

• Describe the risk of bias in Forensic Medicine

















ANGELADAVIS

“Before the world knew what 
intersectionality was, the scholar, 

writer and activist was living it, 
arguing not just for Black liberation, 

but for the rights of women and 
queer and transgender people as 

well.=

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/19/t-magazine/angela-davis.html
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What are Social Determinants?











The Flexner Report of 1910

• Recommendation to close all but Two (2) African 
American medical colleges in the United States 
operating during that time.
• Howard University

• Meharry Medical College

• The report acknowledges that the two medical schools 
would not be able to train enough black physicians to 
serve the 9.8 million black people who were living in 
the US at that time



AMA’s American Medical 
Directory 1906
• Listed African American physicians at “colored”

• Impacted the ability for these physicians to obtain 
liability insurance and bank loans

• AMA refused to remove the designation









W Montague Cobb MD PhD

• 1957 - Editor of the Journal of the National Medical Association

• 1963 – President of the National Medical Association
• Led the effort as a proponent of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the requirement 

of physicians who receive federal funds to sign statements ensuring 
opposition to racially discriminatory practices, and the establishment of 
Medicare

The AMA remained silent during debates over the Civil Rights Act

The AMA objected to signing statements against racially discriminatory practices

The AMA opposed Medicare





















Critical Race 
Theory 

Definitions







Cognitive Bias in Forensic Pathology





https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/15/us/african-americans-
sickle-cell-police.html













Undoing Structural 
Racism

• Prioritizing Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity

• Teach the Social Determinants of Health

• Become versed in the impact of Structural 
Racism on outcomes and access

• Understanding Intersectionality

• Identify our own Bias and Microaggressions







WHO DO YOU SEE ??
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