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The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC)

The ICRC is a neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian 
organization. We have a mandate to help and protect people 
affected by armed conflict and other situations of violence.

ICRC’s actions are aimed at protecting the
lives, health and dignity of people affected
by violence through:

• Protection
• Assistance
• Prevention
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International Humanitarian Law

International humanitarian law
(IHL) or the “law of war” is a set
of rules that aim to limit the
effects of armed conflict and
protects people who are not
participating in hostilities.

Geneva conventions (1949) and
Additional Protocols (1977, 2005)
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Head of Unit

Deputy Head of Unit

NAME

Regional Forensic Manager

Forensic Coordinators

AFRICA

Regional Forensic Manager

ASIA

Regional Forensic Manager

EURASIA

Regional Forensic Manager

AMERICAS

Regional Forensic Manager

Support Staff

Forensic Specialists

The Forensic Unit

Global Management TeamForensic Manager 

Operations

Forensic anthropologists, archaeologists, pathologists, odontologists, geneticists

Created in 2004

100 staff positioned globally (+19,500 humanitarian staff)
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ICRC Forensic Operations

Humanitarian Forensic Action:

The use and application of forensic sciences in the humanitarian sphere

(armed conflicts, disasters, migration, other situations of violence)

• Protection of the dead in humanitarian settings

• Resolving and preventing missing cases

• Community and practitioner centric approach

• Integrated Medico Legal System approach
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THE DEAD 
AND IHL

Search, 
Recovery, 
Analysis, 

Identification

Emergency 
Preparedness

Mortuary 
Operations 

Management

7



Forensic Unit Publications

https://shop.icrc.org/ 8



Forensic Programs
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Forensic Programs
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Emergencies

Proper handling 
of remains and 
data collection

Chain of custody, 
temporary burial
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https://shop.icrc.org/gestion-des-depouilles-mortelles-lors-de-catastrophes-manuel-pratique-a-l-usage-des-premiers-intervenants-669.html


COVID-19 – ICRC Forensic Response
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COVID-19 – ICRC Forensic Response
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Date: April 2021

World map by 

www.freeworldmaps.net

NAME

Regional Forensic Manager

Denise Abboud (Amman)

dabboud@icrc.org

Forensic Specialists: 9
AMERICAS

Regional Forensic Manager

Alejandra Jimenez (Panama)

djimenez@icrc.org

Forensic Specialists: 22

ASIA

Regional Forensic Manager

Udo Krenzer (Bangkok)

ukrenzer@icrc.org

Forensic Specialists: 12

AFRICA

Regional Forensic Manager

Stephen Fonseca (Pretoria)

sfonseca@icrc.org

Forensic Specialists: 9

EURASIA

Regional Forensic Manager

Jane Taylor (Moscow)

jtaylor@icrc.org

Forensic Specialists: 19

Headquarter (Geneva) (forensics@icrc.org)

Head of Unit: Luis Fondebrider

Deputy Head of Unit: Maria Dolores Morcillo Mendez

FORENSIC UNIT

Staff presence

Covered

Not directly covered

FORENSIC COVERAGE

Staff presence
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