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The International Committee of the Red Cross

(ICRC)

The ICRC is a neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian
organization. We have a mandate to help and protect people
affected by armed conflict and other situations of violence.

ICRC’s actions are aimed at protecting the
lives, health and dignity of people affected
by violence through:

* Protection

* Assistance

* Prevention




International Humanitarian Law

International humanitarian law
(IHL) or the “law of war” is a set
of rules that aim to limit the
effects of armed conflict and
protects people who are not
participating in hostilities.

Geneva conventions (1949) and
Additional Protocols (1977, 2005)

Obligation to search for the dead

GCI1Art15; GCIll Art 18; AP 1 Art 17, Art 33; AP Il Art 8

Maintaining the dignity of the
dead (non-despoliation and
proper burial)

GCIArt 15, Art 17; GC 11 18, Art 20; GC Il Art 120;
GCIV Art 130; AP I Art34; AP Il Art 8

Identifying the dead

GCIArt 16-17; GC Il Art 19-20; GC Il Art 120;
GCIV Art 129; AP | Art 33




The Forensic Unit
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Regional Forensic Manager Regional Forensic Manager Regional Forensic Manager Regional Forensic Manager Regional Forensic Manager

Forensic Coordinators

Forensic Specialists

Support Staff

100 staff positioned globally (+19,500 humanitarian staff)

Forensic anthropologists, archaeologists, pathologists, odontologists, gene4ticists



ICRC Forensic Operations

Humanitarian Forensic Action:
The use and application of forensic sciences in the humanitarian sphere

(armed conflicts, disasters, migration, other situations of violence)

* Protection of the dead in humanitarian settings
* Resolving and preventing missing cases
 Community and practitioner centric approach

* Integrated Medico Legal System approach
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Forensic Programs
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COVID-19 - ICRC Forensic Response

I AS Inter-Agency Q SEARCH
Standing Committee

COVID-19 Inter-Agency Guidance for
the Management of the Dead in
Humanitarian Settings

GCEMETERY PLANNING,

ICRC FORENSIC UNIT PREPAHATIg“
This document provides guidance on the management, or handling, of the remains o D R I N VI D 1 B
or confirmed to have died from coronavirus disease (COVID-19). It is meant to give - [
view of key recommendations for managing infectious human remains to practitione
planners, including decision-malkers involved in the overall response to the COVID A Qu Ic K G u I D E To P Ro PE R
complements existing guidance on managing the dead in situations requiring the ad
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). D 0 c U M E “T ATI 0 N AN D
The document is divided into two parts:

Management of the dead linked to COVID-19: Technical recommendations for

DISPOSITION OF THE DEAD

Long-term response to increased deaths from COVID-19: Preparatory guidelines f
itv response plan.

GENERAL GUIDANCE

COvID-19

INTRODUCTION

The management of the dead (MotD) process includes proper documentation and appropriate dis-
position, including temporary burials: Local capacities to perform this process can quickly become
overwhelmed if there is a sudden and significant increase in the number of deaths. 12
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COVID-19 - ICRC Forensic Response

COVID-19 BASIC MEASURES

FOR HEALTHCARE AND DEATHCARE WORKERS IN THE HANDLING OF THE DEAD (FOR ISLAMIC BURIALS)

Safety and well-being of staff is the top priority. Ensure all necessary equipment is provided as well as the required
guidance and support throughout the process.

In all situations and in line with standard health and safety procedures, wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
is standard practice for the handling of the deceased. A risk assessment should be conducted to determine that the
recommended level of PPE is adhered to prior to handling COVID-19 infected bodies.

ON MANAGEMENT OF THE DEAD
(FOR SIKH FUNERALS)

The Sikh funeral — Antam Sanskaar (final rite of passage ) — focuses not on loss
and grief, but on celebrating the soul’s opportunity to re-join Waheguru. Often,

the bereaved family, close relatives and friends attend the cremation. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, last rites might be adapted to minimise the possible risk of
further infection.

GOVID-19 GUIDELINES

ON MANAGEMENT OF THE DEAD
(FOR HINDU FUNERALS)

ICRC REGIONAL DELEGATION
TO INDONESIA AND TIMOR-LESTE

GUIDELINES ON MANAGEMENT OF THE DEAD WITH COVID-19 FOR PROTESTANTS

The funeral or Antyesti (last sacrifice) is the last Samskara
(rite of passage) in the Hindu life cycle. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, last rites might be adapted to minimise the
possible risk of further infection.

TO CHRISTIAN MINISTERS, CONGREGATION, AND CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS,
= _ -

THE ICRC GUIDANCE AIMS TO ENSURE SAFETY OF HEALTHCARE WORKERS
AND THE COMMUNITY, ALONG WITH THE DIGNITY OF THE DECEASED. 13
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Headquarter (Geneva) (forensics@icrc.org)
Head of Unit: Luis Fondebrider
Deputy Head of Unit: Maria Dolores Morcillo Mendez
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